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Our Mission
The Winston
Prouty Center for
Child Development
provides inclusive
education and
family support to
promote the success
of children and
families.
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The consumerism of our culture is especially apparent during the holiday season,
highlighting a variety of issues that arise with the prevalence of “stuff” in our
society. Many people do not have enough, others have more than they will ever
need, and it is difficult to understand the complicated interplay of systems and
values that lead to these challenges.
One of the gifts we can give our children during this time is to create opportunities
for them to consider questions like “what we need vs. what we want”, and “why do
some people not have enough” and “how can we help.” The development of empathy
(the ability to take another perspective and value it) in children has been thought
to take time, occurring when children are able to see themselves as separate individuals. However, more recent research has demonstrated that babies may have a
natural inclination to understand and help (http://www.theguardian.com/
science/2013/oct/12/babies-moral-life), and we can build on this from the very beginning. There are multitudes of ways children can participate in giving in a way they
can understand. Locally we have The Reformer Christmas Stocking which offers
people a chance to buy gifts for children and families who cannot afford it themselves. We also have Project Feed the Thousands as a mechanism for getting food to
people without enough, as well as food pantries in individual communities and
through churches. Providing meals is another opportunity to give, including cooking
for the Overflow Shelter or delivering meals through Meals on Wheels.
One of the challenges with opportunities for giving is making sure that everyone
has a way to contribute. For instance, when there is a food drive at school for Project Feed the Thousands you can be assured that children who are beneficiaries of
that initiative also go to school there. They might not be able to bring in a canned
good or a box of cereal, and may end up experiencing a sense of shame. It is important to find meaningful ways for people to give without having to buy other
things. In the example of the food drive perhaps it is decorating the boxes or making posters. Volunteering time is another way to give without making purchases –
serving food or helping clean up at a community meal, or even helping a neighbor
rake leaves or shovel snow. The more variety of opportunities there are to give the
easier for people to give, and the better chance we have of creating a culture of support and service to each other in a natural way, not in a “human service” way. One
of the foundational values of the Prouty Center is inclusion – a belief that everyone
belongs, that everyone has something to contribute, and that we all have unique
needs to accommodate in each other. When we cultivate giving in ourselves and
others we make this vision more possible. Ideally every season will be “the giving
season”, and we can use this holiday to give that notion a jump start.
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Administration
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Chloe Learey

Executive Director

Ext. 11

Lisa Whitney

Director of Operations Ext. 12

lisa@winstonprouty.org

Angela Hoag

Office Manager

angela@winstonprouty.org

Ext. 10

chloe@winstonprouty.org

Miles Shaw

Assistant

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER:
Tune in to

WTSA (96.7 FM, 1450 AM, online at
www.wtsa.net) or

WKTV (92.7 FM, 1490 AM, online at
www.wkvt.com)

for Center closings or delays.

Some Important Phone Numbers
Please make a note of them!

Decisions are typically made by 6:30 a.m. if the

To reach the ELC after 4:30 pm, call 257-2101 ext. 23

Center will be CLOSED.

To reach us during a power failure, call 257-4147

Wish List
*Boppy Pillows

*Push toys

*Baby mirrors

*Rhino balls

*Booster seats

*Highchair

Baby mirrors

Boppy Pillows

*Compost bin
*1 Piece toddler snow suits
*Kitchen table & chairs (adult size)
*Cause & Effect toys (non battery operated)

Board of Trustees
David Dunn (President)

Heather Golding

Karen Henry (Vice President)

Frederic Noyes

Jon Neurock (Treasurer)

Shawna Parker

Sarah Nohl (Secretary)
Sue Dyer

Rhino Balls

Management Team
Chloe Learey, Executive Director
Lisa Whitney, Director of Operations
Alison Wheeler, CIS Coordinator
Mary Coogan, Early Interventionist
Sara Lovell-Allbee, ELC Education Supervisor
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The Winston Prouty Center is currently
looking for a compost bin that we could
use for our gardens.

If you know of an event that may be of interest to the Prouty
community, please email angela@winstonprouty.org with
details. Thanks!

Please contact Angela at
802-257-2101 ext. 10 or
angela@winstonprouty.org

12/6/14 - 12/6/14 in Brattleboro

Free Circus Recital - Two Shows!
City:Brattleboro
Place:New England Center for Circus Arts, 74 Cotton Mill Hill #300, 3rd Floor
Price: FREE
Time:2 PM and 4 PM
Contact Name: Rebecca Holtz
Phone:(802) 254-9780
Email: assist@necenterforcircusarts.com
http://www.vermont.com/calendar

The annual Cotton Mill Open Studio & Holiday Sale is happening once again on December 6 & 7. In
conjunction with this fun arts, crafts, and holiday event, the New England Center for Circus Arts will
have open doors with lots of fun and free events. On Saturday, intermediate and advanced students
will share their skills in a low-key presentation that is fun for the whole family. A great afternoon
treat and a fun way to see the goings on at the circus school! And come try a sample class on
Sunday: 11 am, Age 1 1/2 - 7 yrs (plus parents) and 12 pm, Age 8 yrs – adult.

Playgroup Tuesday’s 1:00-2:30 pm
Location: Prouty Center Playroom
For more information call or email Amber
802-275-8723 or askyeflyy@gmail.com
Kellyn McCullough has been working with a young mother
who has started her own parent/child playgroup. Prouty is
donating the space for this group, which takes place now on
Tuesdays from 1-2:30pm. The first group took place on
November 18th and had 6 adults and 8 children. The second
group had 5 adults and 6 children. This group is intended for
parents who are looking for a place to connect with other
parents and their young children. There will be a different
activity every week in addition to open discussion in a
positive, fun, kid friendly environment.

The Overflow Shelter is now open and had 18 people on their first night, with several individuals who were new to the
shelter this year. There is a plan in place to have case managers from several community agencies available on a
rotating schedule to meet with families in the morning if they are not already connected with support and have had to
stay at the overflow shelter. The shelter is still in need of more volunteers, so please contact John Hoover at
257-0066x110 or jhoover@morningsideshelter.org if you are able to help!
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802-258-2874

Emily Clever

Family Supportive Housing

Ext. 25

emily@winstonprouty.org

Crystal Blamy

Family Supportive Housing

Ext. 13

crystal@winstonprouty.org

Mary Coogan

Early Interventionist

Ext. 15

mary@winstonprouty.org

Jillsen Deignan

Developmental Educator

Ext. 24

jillsen@winstonprouty.org

Terrill Douglas

Maternal Child Health Nurse

Ext. 28

terrill@winstonprouty.org

Kathy Hallock

Developmental Educator

Ext. 16

kathy@winstonprouty.org

Sally Pennington

Maternal Child Health Nurse

Ext. 28

sally@winstonprouty.org

Brandy Levesque

Inclusion Facilitator

Ext. 31

brandy@winstonprouty.org

Joanne Shaw

Community Resource Parent

Ext. 14

joanne@winstonprouty.org

Alison Wheeler

CIS Coordinator

Ext. 29

alison@winstonprouty.org

Rhianna Kendrick

Family Support Worker

Ext. 26

rhianna@winstonprouty.org

Kellyn McCullough

Family Support Worker

Ext. 21

kellyn@winstonprouty.org

Shelly Torunski

Developmental Educator

Ext. 30

shelly@winstonprouty.org

Volunteer: Teddi Tucci

The Children’s Integrated Services program at The Winston Prouty Center is a resource for families
when they have questions or concerns about their child’s development during pregnancy, infancy

News from
and early childhood. CIS was created by the state of Vermont to help ensure the success of children
Community Services: and families through early supports and services. CIS is open to all families.
Rhianna Kendrick developed a list of resources available to families in our community for Thanksgiving
and Christmas. If anyone is looking for information on these resources, please see Angela or a CBS staff
person. Also, Vermont 2-1-1 is a good resource for this information as well.
The Health Department has hired a nurse, Amanda Pizzollo, for the Maternal Child Health
Coordinator position (position formerly held by Ellen Forsythe who retired in August). Amanda
attended her first CIS meeting on 11/3/14. We are very excited to have her as a part of our team!

Brandy Levesque, with Janice Stockman, just completed a 6 week parenting education series. Ten parents of young
children attended the series. Topics included how to promote children’s social emotional development and how to use
positive approaches to help children learn appropriate behavior. Some of the things parents learned were focusing their
energy on positive behaviors, setting up clear rules and consequences, staying calm and not energizing negativity and how
to teach children to calm down when they have strong feelings. The series was a combination of activities from listening to
the instructors to hands-on activities. It was a great success, with every parent leaving the series with an increased
understanding of parenting and child development.
Kellyn McCullough and Tonya Kangas attending a training in Burlington with Dr. Kristie Brandt, Engaging Families:
Working with Children and their Families with Complex Trauma Histories. This training addressed the essential
ingredients for optimal child development and infant mental health, the influences of maltreatment and trauma and
how can we transform services for families in stressful circumstances.
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CBS Activities in November:
*WCCA held a Specialized Child Care training on two Thursday evenings and we presented CIS services and referral process to this group of child care providers, many of whom were assistant teachers.
*We attended a staff meeting at Youth Services to describe our programs and answer questions Youth Services staff had
about our services.
*We attended the District Leadership Team (DLT) meeting, where there was a discussion on the increased concerns with
substance abuse in our area. Prudence McKinney from the Vermont Dept. of Health gave an update following the Opiate Forum that was held at Marlboro College in September in which 55 people attended and came up with 15 strategies
to try to improve this problem. A smaller group then identified the top 4 for our region to focus efforts. These include 1)
Increased visibility of the Turning Point Center, which is expecting to open in its new location in downtown Brattleboro
in January 2015, 2) Improve perception of safety in downtown Brattleboro, 3) More education to prescribers, including
veterinarians and dentists, and 4) Enhancing the “Lock Your Meds” campaign. The DLT plans to continue this discussion at the next meeting in December.
*We attended the Blueprint Community Health team meeting where Kristin Neuf, Police Liason/Community Support Specialize spoke to the group and answered questions about her role in our community. She is an HCRS employee who
works with the Police Department on various issues, including welfare checks, domestic violence calls, homicides, suicides, untimely deaths, mental health issues, assisting Family Services in searching for children, and assisting the Fire
Dept. with housing issues, etc.
*Terri Keegan, the Coordinator for the Nine East Vermont Network Parent Infant Program and Kathy Rapp from the
Windham Southwest Supervisory Union each attended an Early Intervention weekly meeting to meet with the team
and discuss collaboration.
*Our CBS Family Support team (Rhianna Kendrick, Crystal Blamy, Kellyn McCullough, and Emily Clever) attended the
Vermont statewide housing conference in Burlington. The team was able to hear about state and federal policies that
affect homelessness and housing overall, as well as opportunities to think about creative solutions to homelessness.

Resources
State-wide community Vermont 2-1-1
resources

2-1-1

www.vermont211.org

Child care referrals
and resources

Windham Child Care Association

802-254-5332

www.windhamchildcare.org

WIC

Vermont Department of Health

802-257-2880

www.healthvermont.gov

Mental health and sub- Health Care and Rehabilitation Services 1-888-888-5144
stance abuse services
(HCRS)

www.hcrs.org

Housing and other
services for people in
poverty

Southeastern Vermont Community
Action (SEVCA)

802-254-2795

www.sevca.org

New Moms Network
(Dawn Kersula, MA,
RN)

Brattleboro Memorial Hospital

802-257-8278

E-mail: dkersula@bmhvt.org

Local event listings
and information

Parent Express

www.bmhvt.org

603-352-1234

www.sentinelsource.com/parent
_express/
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Early Learning Center

802-257-2101

Education Supervisor
Sara Lovell-Allbee

Ext. 32 sara@winstonprouty.org

Teaching Staff

Non-Teaching Staff

EL1: Susan Heimer, Lyn Call

Ext. 20

susan@winstonprouty.org

EL2: Katrina Irish, Maggie Sullivan, Martha Rath

Ext. 18

katrina@winstonprouty.org

EL3: Ana Williams, Kim Jacques, Alfred Hughes Jr.

Ext. 22

ana@winstonprouty.org

EL4: Ylan Roy, Amy Fulton

Ext. 17

ylan@winstonprouty.org

Do you have any children?

I have two children, Eli (7) and Meg (5). My boyfriend has 3 children as

Volunteers

Sara Lovell-Allbee

.STAFF Spotlight.
I would work part time, travel with my family and get more hobbies

Paul Rossi

Susan Mandell

Floaters: Kathy Wright, Michelle Goodwin

If money were not an object, how would you change your life?

Liz Martin

Education Supervisor

“My favorite character
growing up was Burt (of
Burt and Ernie) from
Sesame street.”

well, that I play a significant role in their lives; they are 16, 13, and 11
Who’s in your family?

My “first family” is myself, my children and their father (and his family). My “second”
family is myself my children, my boyfriend and his 3 children. I also consider my
children’s father’s girlfriend and her daughter part of my “second” family. This is the
language that my children use when explaining our family to others

CHOOSING TOYS by Susan Heimer
Tis the season…..As the holidays approach, it is a good time to think about what kinds of toys to get for your children. Here
at Prouty we look for non-commercial, preferable wooden or sturdy non-battery toys for your child’s exploration. What to
get for home?
Overwhelmed by all those toys? Kids can be, too. One parent recently asked me “is less more?” Some research on the internet brought up many articles on that subject, suggesting that although Western children are surrounded with an overabundance of toys, fewer and fewer of the commercial toys encourage imagination and true developmental skill building, although they are marketed that way by advertisers. The ones with lights and sounds were especially likely to be the opposite
of educational, since they require little effort on the part of the child. (There is also concern about electronic toys and their
effects on brain development.) Children with fewer toys were said take better care of them, and were likely to be more
attached to their toys. Too many toys can lead to disorganization, so rotation of toys and creating shelves and basket systems
is good for the child as well as your own sanity. The rule with books is the opposite of toys: “the more books, the
better.” Singing, playing with, and spending time with your child is obviously the greatest gift of all. And don’t feel as though
you have to buy so much. Remember, the joke about the box being a child’s favorite holiday toy is often true!
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CHOOSING TOYS continued...
A great internet resource, “Zero to Three,” gives the following advice:
Choose toys that can be used in a variety of ways. Choose toys that are "open-ended" in the sense
that your child can play many different games with them. For example, wooden blocks or chunky plastic
interlocking blocks can be used to make a road, a zoo, a bridge or a spaceship. Toys like this spark your
child's imagination and help him develop problem-solving and logical thinking skills.
Examples: Blocks, interlocking blocks, nesting blocks or cups, and toys for sand and water play.
Look for toys that will grow with your child. We all have had the experience of buying a toy that our
child plays with for two days and never touches again. You can guard against that by looking for toys that
can be fun at different developmental stages. Examples: Plastic toy animals, trains, dump trucks, and
other vehicles.
Select toys that encourage exploration and problem-solving. Play gives children the chance to practice new skills over and over again. Toys that give kids a chance to figure something out on their own—or
with a little coaching—build their logical thinking skills and help them become persistent problem-solvers.
They also help children develop spatial relations skills (understanding how things fit together), hand-eye
coordination, and fine motor skills (using the small muscles in the hands and fingers).
Examples: Puzzles, shape-sorters, blocks, nesting blocks or cups, art materials like clay, paint, crayons or
play-dough
Look for toys that spark your child's imagination. Look for toys that your child can use as he develops
and acts out stories. Pretend play builds language and literacy skills, problem-solving skills, and the ability
to sequence (put events in a logical order).
Examples: Dress-up clothing, blocks, toy food and plastic plates, action figures, stuffed animals and dolls,
trains and trucks, toddler-friendly dollhouses, toy tools, and boxes.
Give your child the chance to play with "real" stuff—or toys that look like the real thing. Toys like this
help children problem-solve, learn spatial relations (how things fit together), and develop fine motor skills
(use of the small muscles in the hands and fingers). Examples: Plastic dishes and food, toy keys, toy
phone, dress-up clothes, musical instruments, child-size brooms, mops, brushes and dustpans
Toss in some "getting ready to read" toys. Books, magnetic alphabet letters, and art supplies like
markers, crayons, and finger-paints help your child develop early writing and reading skills.
Seek out toys that encourage your child to be active. Look for toys that help your child practice current
physical skills and develop new ones. Examples: Balls of different shapes and sizes, ride-on toys (with
appropriate protective gear), plastic bowling sets, child-size basketball hoop, pull-toys (e.g., toys that your
child can pull on a string), wagon to fill and pull, gardening tools to dig and rake with, moving boxes (open
at both ends) to make tunnels to crawl through
Look for toys that nurture cross-generational play. While adults and children can play almost anything
together, there are some toys that are designed for adult participation. As your child approaches age 3 and
beyond, early board games—that involve using one's memory or simple board games that do not require
reading—are fun for all ages to play. Games encourage counting, matching and memory skills, as well as
listening skills and self-control (as children learn to follow the rules). They also nurture language and
relationship-building skills. Another important benefit is teaching children to be gracious winners and how
to cope with losing.

The Center closes at 3:30 on the first
Wednesday of each month for Staff Meeting.
December's birthstones are the turquoise, zircon, and tanzanite.

December Happenings
December 7 Pearl Harbor Day
December 14 Monkey Day
December 21 First Day of Winter
December 31 New Year’s Eve

December 2014
Sun

January 1st and 2nd: The CENTER will be CLOSED

Upcoming
Events:

January 19th: CENTER CLOSED for Staff In-Service

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

Aubriee is 2!

7

8

9
Dylyn is 5!

Staff Meeting

Sadie is 1!

Center Closes
at 3:30pm

10
Nicholas is 1!

Happy Bday
Martha!

11

12
Jase is 1!

13
Bailey is 3!

Joshua is 3!
14

16

15

Matthew is 2!

17

22

23

24

Lily is 2!

28 Sebastian is 2!

29

Elias is 5!

19

20

26

27

Staff Holiday
Party
5:30-7:00pm

Happy Bday
Kathy H.!
21

18 Mason is 2!

25 Grace is 3!

Center CLOSED Dec 24th-Jan 2nd
30

31

January 1

Center CLOSED Dec 24th-Jan 2nd

2

3

Brattleboro Sunrise Rotary Club
Come Support Our December

Charity Partner
New Location
American Legion
Post 5
32 Linden Street

2nd Monday ~ Every Month

December 8th
6:15-8:45pm

Brattleboro, VT 05301

BUFFET MEAL CATERED BY ENTERA CATERING
Featuring: Lemon Pepper Chicken, Veggie Lasagna,
Butternut Squash, Roasted Potatoes, Green Salad & Cookies

Up to 6 players per team
Couples Welcome
10 Fun packed rounds of
Questions including an
audio round, bonus round
& surprise round.
$20 per person which
includes the buffet and
your donation to the
Winston Prouty Center

Reservations Recommended
Call 603-819-8146

